“Eco school project focusing on environmental education”
The Ecological Education Center of the National University of Mongolia (EEC) implemented
the project “Eco school project focusing on environmental education” on behalf of the GIZProgram (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH) „Biodiversity and
Adaptation of Key Forest Ecosystems to Climate Change“ during the time period July to
December 2013 in pilot school 16th of Sukhbaatar District in Ulaanbaatar. The “Studien- und
Fachkräfte Fond” project to support the Galsan-Tschinag Foundation in the field of
environment aims to encourage civil society involvement in environmental education and
nature conservation activities. This assignment has the objective to increase environmental
awareness of the society through the active participation of youth.
The objective of the assignment was to establish a new eco-school (one pilot school) by
implementing the Seven-Steps-Methodology of Eco-schools and through conducting practical
and theoretical trainings for teachers and pupils of a chosen school which is affected by
environmental degradation and air pollution due its location neighboring ger-district.
Following results have been achieved by the project:
-

At the 16th school of Sukhbaatar District in Ulaanbaatar the seven steps towards
becoming an Eco School was implemented successfully. We are very happy with
activities of the Eco board and our student assistants Ms.Gandolgor and Ms.Khaliun,
who supervised and assisted the eco-board during the implementation of the project.

-

Practice oriented learning programs for kids of all ages of the EEC about interaction
of living and non-living environment and biodiversity were offered for all pupils of the
pilot school (1274 pupils) to improve environmental awareness.

-

Environmental education lessons about ecological footprint, waste, climate change
and biodiversity were offered for 712 pupils from grade 5 and 11 personnel of the
pilot school. The goal of the lecture was to bring the pupils closer to the cases of
environmental problems and give them a clear view on what everybody can do daily
to save their environment. The presentation about waste separation system in
Germany was very interesting to pupils. Now the school has already started the

waste separation process. First of all they will separate wastes in three bins: one for
paper, the second one for plastic products and the third one for residual wastes.
-

Flyers on the topics „Desertification“ and „Waste separation“ have been developed,
printed and distributed as hand-outs to pupils of the pilot school as well as their
parents for environmental awareness raising.

-

Through a small survey of 150 pupils from 8th and 6th grade of the pilot school it was
found that their knowledge about climate change, waste management, biodiversity
and ecological footprint was increased by 45%, which is respectively 3.5times.

-

For pupils of 3-12th grade, lessons about tree planting and caring were held by our
specialists. The materials of these lessons were the simplified video version of the
curriculum supplement on planting trees, which was developed during our Project
“Elaboration and piloting of a school biology lesson curriculum supplement on
planting trees”. These lessons were offered for 1210 personnel and pupils of the pilot
school.

-

To provide the school pupils an opportunity to practically implement the theories
learnt, we organized tree planting action day in October 2013. On the planting action
day, two classes of the school had participated along with their geography teacher
Mr.Kh.Gankhuu. As the tree species richness around the school building was
homogenous, i.e. not enough diverse, we have chosen ten different tree species for
the school. One important role of the Eco school project is to care about biodiversity.
In total 277 trees and shrub seedlings were planted alongside the fences and in
available areas in the southeast side of the school building. Nearly all species were
exhibited with signs, stating their Mongolian and scientific names along some
additional information.

-

Through a small survey of 60 pupils from the 7th grade of the pilot school the general
knowledge of these pupils about planting and caring of trees was evaluated and it
was found that their knowledge had increased by 16% through our lessons.

-

For the interior greening of the school, flowers were bought and placed along the
corridors of the school. We have chosen preferably diverse flower species to make
the school environment as diverse as possible.

-

The “School biology lesson curriculum supplement on planting trees” which was
elaborated by us during our first Eco-schools project in 2012-2013 was reworked into
a handbook for kids and public. 1000 copies of the handbook were published.
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-

Within the framework of the greening campaign, 160 m2 ground space in the
southeast side of the school building was improved and garden beds with annual
flowers and grasses were created.

-

To support the teachers to integrate environmental topics in the curricula of different
subjects, a lesson about integration of environmental topics was held. To give them
an idea on how to teach the topics of sustainable development in a practical way,
learning stations of the EEC were shown and interactive learning tools were
presented. Furthermore we gave them an environmental lecture about Ecological
footprint and waste/recycling. The teachers were quite enthusiastic about the
presentations and were content with the idea of applying the presented learning
tools not only for subjects of natural sciences, but in other subjects such as English
and History.

-

An Open day for parents was organized as one activity of the Eco board members.
Ca. 50 parents were present during this event and informed about the activities of
the Eco board. The student assistant of the project Ms. J.Gandolgor, the Eco board
chief, the teacher for geography Mr. Kh.Gankhuu and our expert Ms. E.Nasanbayar,
responsible for organization of the Open day reported about implemented activities
for the school during the project and about the activities organized so far and
operational plan of the Eco board for one year. They called on the parents to support
their activity and to join them for waste separation activity.

-

One classroom was chosen for an Eco-classroom. For better condition of the
classroom following activities were realized: The wall of the classroom was painted
with good materials, the floor and doors were renewed and one window was sealed.
For safety of children wall sockets, switches and cable covers were renewed. To
make the classroom more comfortable six fluorescent tubes were bought, wooden
shelf for flowers, bookshelf and coat rack were made. In the eco classroom trash
cans for waste separation and special waste box were placed and the information
board was renewed.

-

For improvement of eco-standard of the school we analyzed at first energy efficiency
of the school building. There was one door in the first floor with very bad insulation
and four windows at third floor with still wooden frames and broken windowpane. So
these windows and the door were renewed for better insulation. Signs were hanged
up in the corridors and information boards were installed at the entrance door.
Dustbins for waste separation (paper, plastic products and residual wastes) were
placed in each floor and also in front of the school building.
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School yard before and after the greening activity
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Examples of learning stations
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Our guests from 16th school
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Competition “Collect recyclable wastes”
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Tree planting action
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14 different flowers were given for biodiversity of the school
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Before and after photos of the eco-classroom

The handbook “New life for trees and fresh air for me”
by Ms.Dr.R.Sunjidmaa was published as one of the results of the project
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Presentation material: Environmental problems, ecological footprint and waste
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Eco standard of the school: Before and after photos
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Dustbins for waste separation and glass information boards were placed in and outside
of the school building

Lesson for teachers about integration of environmental topics in curricula

An Open day for parents, organized by the Eco board
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